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proved he had remained as determined an opponent of
Germany as ever.102 He told" Izvolski that "his entrance
into the Cabinet indicated the special care which would be
devoted to France's military forces. His first task was the
creation of a strong navy, and the efforts for the army would
be redoubled. Although he had no intention of overstep-
ping his office and arousing distrust.in Germany," he was
anxious to tighten up the relations with Russia. "Accord-
ing to general opinion, he will inevitably influence the ac-
tivity of M. Cruppi, as the latter is very little versed in
foreign affairs/'103
Germany's intentions were a puzzle to the French at the
time, and have remained something of a mystery, but they
are now clear from a long memorandum which Kiderlen
drew up on May 3 (greatly condensed):
Three years have shown that the independence of Mor-
occo, as contemplated in Algeciras Act, cannot be main-
tained in the face of native rebellion and imperialistic pres-
sure from France and Spain. Sooner or later Morocco will
inevitably be absorbed by these two neighbors. It is un-
likely that a walled city like Fez can be captured by the
natives and the revolt seems to be on the ebb. But the
French fear for its safety and are preparing to send an ex-
pedition. This they have a right to do, and one must await
the development of events. But if they march to Fez, it
is hardly likely that they will withdraw; even if French
public opinion approved withdrawal, it would be regarded
by the natives as a sign of weakness. This would lead to
new uprisings and new French military expeditions. The
course of events shows that the provisions of the Act of
Algeciras cannot be carried out, A Sultan who can only
assert his authority with the aid of French bayonets can-
102 "In some of the Gennan papers, Delcasse" is regarded as the true
originator of French Moroccan policy" (Russian Charge d'Affaires at
Berlin to Sazonov, April 28, 1911; Siebert-Schreiner, p. 580),
losizvolski to Sazonov, March 3 and 14, 1911; M,FH., pp. 41, 43; -
L.N,, I, 45, 48; Stieve I, 38, 41.